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R O G E R  C .  G R E E R  
THEP U R P O S E  of this paper is to discuss the con- 
cept of a national bibliography within the context of other types of 
bibliographies. In addition, an overview of existing current national 
bibliographies is presented in tabular form indicating characteristics. 
A comparison and evaluation is made in genera! with special attention 
given to the United States. The current United States national book 
bibliography is examined in depth. 
Almost everyone who has written on the subject of national bibli- 
ographies begins with a number of definitions conceived by his prede- 
cessors and then adds his own variation to these. Van Hoesen and 
Walter turned to the Library of Congress classification schedules for 
identification of the elements of a national bib1iography.l These ele- 
ments are: (1) books printed and published in a country; ( 2 )  books 
written in the language of that country-e.g. the French, German, and 
Italian literature published in Switzerland; ( 3 )  the country as subject 
-books written about the country, However, Van Hoesen and Walter 
then proceeded to narrow this definition to something more workable 
for their discussion of existing bibliographies: (1)the book products 
of a given country, and (2)  books about the country-limited to 
works too general to be classed with particular subjects. 
For his study of Current Complete National Bibliographies, Linder 
begins by discussing the definitions or descriptions of a national bib- 
liography presented by his predecessors and then develops his own 
definition which more closely approaches an ideal: “For this study, 
then, current complete national bibliography is a complete or nearly 
complete listing, in one or more parts, of the records of a nation, 
about a nation, copyrighted in a nation, or in a single language, issued 
serially at appropriate intervals as the records appear.” Linder uses 
the word “nation” in the larger sense in order to include natives of a 
Roger C. Greer is Director of Libraries, State University College at Potsdam, 
New York. 
LIBRARY TRENDS 
National Bibliography 
country as well as the nation as a political or geographical entity. He 
further defines “appropriate intervals” to be a year or less, with ex- 
ceptions where warranted. 
The use of the terms ‘bation” and “records” are among Linder’s 
main contributions to the discussion of what constitutes a current 
national bibliography. By use of these terms, he extends the scope to 
the point of improbability of achievement. At the same time, he is 
being more realistic in terms of the ultimate objective of a current 
national bibliography, which is to present a list of the recorded life 
of a nation. In addition, his requirement of a serial listing at specified 
intervals implies currency and continuity which are essential for a 
national bibliography. 
A pragmatic definition adopted by Conover was derived from the 
recommendations of a Conference on International Cultural, Educa- 
tional and Scientific Exchanges held at Princeton University in 1946. 
The Conference recommended the development of national bibliog- 
raphies with the objective ‘‘. , , to make quickly available in pub- 
lished form suitable records of the currpt  output by all countries of 
publications of research value.”3 Conover goes on to indicate her 
ideal of a current national bibliography which is . . a complete‘ I ,  
listing of all books, documents, pamphlets, serials, and other printed 
matter published within the bounds of a single country and within 
the time limits of the previous year or less. . , .7’3 Since the purpose 
of this paper is somewhat comparable to Conover’s-indeed, her work 
was used as a source of information where nothing more current 
was available-her pragmatic definition is used here as a guide. 
As was mentioned earlier, UNESCO co-sponsored a conference in 
1946 which urged the compilation of national bibliographies. This 
early conference ignited a spark in the post-war library world that 
grew to a steady flame by 1950 and the decade following. In I950 
another conference, sponsored by UNESCO, was held in Paris. Prep- 
arations for this conference on the “Improvement of Bibliograpical 
Services” included a contractual arrangement with the Library of 
Congress for the preparation of a report on the present state of bibli- 
ographical services in the world. The report, which surveyed existing 
services and made suggestions for their improvement, was used as a 
working paper for the conference? The objectives of this 1950 confer- 
ence included encouraging the establishment of a National Commis- 
sion for Bibliography in each of the participating nations. One of the 
main products of this conference was the UNESCO/Library of Con- 
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gress report on existing services and the provision for systematic an- 
nual reporting by designated correspondents of each country. In this 
way there was some assurance of perpetuating some of the enthusiasm 
and determination this conference generated among the participants. 
Not only have correspondents continued to send in current infor- 
mation regarding the status of national bibliographical activity within 
their respective countries, but UNESCO has provided a systematic 
printed account of this activity, This information appeared in 
UNE'SCO Bulletin for Libraries, the UNESCO Bibliographical Hand-
books (which includes Collison's compilation for the years from 1950-
59),6 and in the UNESCO quarterly, Bibliography, Documentation, 
Terminology. The success of these activities is demonstrated by the 
fact that the original Library of Congress survey contained reports 
from 41 countries and the Collison decennial survey contained infor- 
mation from approximately 100 nations. 
Since the above-mentioned surveys by Conover, Collison, and others 
do exist and are available, another listing of national bibliographies 
appeared superfluous at this time, Although it is possible to up-date 
some of the information appearing in these works, very little could 
be added that would not be more completely covered in the next 
cumulation of the national correspondent reports to UNESCO. Al- 
though Collison does present a tabulation of national bibliographical 
activities and indicates, among other things, whether various nations 
have national bibliographies, he does not show any characteristics of 
these publications.6 It seemed reasonable therefore to think of the 
tabular information presented in this paper as a contribution to the 
sum total of information available about national bibliographies. By 
bringing together in one table as much as can be determined about 
the characteristics of existing national and trade bibliographies, the 
current global status of the field is more evident. 
Table 1 is arranged alphabetically by country as is done by 
UNESCO in recording information reported by national correspond- 
ents. Some countries and territories have been omitted where there 
was nothing significant to report or their existence as independent na- 
tions is so recent that little information is known about a national 
bibliography. Territories and colonies such as Hong Kong have not 
been included where their material is recorded in the national bibli- 
ography of the governing nation such as the British National Bibli- 
ography. The letters ( N )  and (T) stand for national and trade 
bibliographies respectively. Information about the existence of trade 
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National Bibliography 
bibliographies was included whenever possible because trade bibli- 
ographies frequently serve as supplements to or substitutes for na- 
tional bibliographies. (Although this was more often true in the past, 
it is becoming less so with respect to smaller and so-called emerging 
nations.) 
Columns I-XI1 show characteristics and scope whenever this in- 
formation was available. Column I shows the frequency of publication 
from weekly to annually. A glossary of symbols used is presented 
with the table, Bi-weekly (B-W) is used instead of semi-monthly or 
fortnightly in order to maintain uniformity with bi-monthly (B-M) 
and biennial (B-E). Upper case characters are used to describe publi- 
cation intervals and lower case characters are used to describe methods 
of arrangement and indexes. 
Column I1 shows how entries are arranged. When arrangement is 
indicated by author (a ) ,  title ( t ) ,  or subject ( s ) ,  standing alone or 
separated by commas (e.g., a,t,s) it means that entries appear in se- 
parate alphabets arranged by author and title and by subject. Symbols 
linked with hyphens (a-t-s) mean that these elements are in a dic- 
tionary arrangement. A classified ( c )  arrangement is indicated for 
entries arranged in some non-alphabetic subject scheme whether us-
ing broad or specific headings. Secondary arrangements within broad 
subject headings are not indicated in this table. Column I11 provides 
the same kind of information about indexes. There was some difficulty 
in showing that not all issues nor cumulations have indicated in- 
dexes. Wherever possible these distortions are clarified in the “com- 
ment” column. 
Columns IV and V show how bibliographies are cumulated. Some 
publications cumulate both entries and indexes, while others merely 
cumulate indexes. Still others will cumulate entries to semi-annual 
periods and indexes to annual periods. It is not possible clearly to 
distinguish all of these variations for all publications. However, the 
main objective in providing data on the characteristics described in 
I-V is to show accessibility. 
Accessibility is used here to show how many and what kinds of ap- 
proaches there are to titles listed in a bibliography. The acquisitions 
librarian is first of all interested in the approaches a bibliography will 
provide to the information contained in it. It is not until he actually 
begins to search for information about a title that he needs to know 
whether it is arranged by author with subject indexes or in some other 
way. However, he does need to know whether he will have access to 
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the titles by author, title, alphabetical subject, and classified subject 
long before he actually uses the bibliography. That is, he must know 
accessibility at the point of selection of a bibliography for his ref- 
erence collection so that he can acquire supplemental tools providing 
additional avenues of access when necessary and available. 
Columns VI-XI1 indicate scope of coverage. Checkmarks ( x )  are 
shown whenever it was certain that a type of publication is included 
in the scope. In many cases it was not possible to identify exactly 
whether every type of publication is listed. When reporting to 
UNESCO, the national correspondent might indicate that “all publi- 
cations are listed” or “all depository publications are listed.” In these 
cases, this information is given in the “Comments” column without a 
checkmark under any of the categories. This was considered necessary 
because some national correspondents obviously had not considered 
the implications of a broad statement such as “all depository publica- 
tions.” The differences in range of types of deposited publications 
between countries with highly developed publishing industries and 
those with embryonic publishing industries are striking. Therefore, it 
is unreasonable to interpret this phrase uniformly for all countries. 
The “Comments” column is designed to provide clarhcation of data 
given in preceding columns plus supplemental information. For ex- 
ample, categories of publications are checked to show coverage even 
though some types are listed in separate publications. (e.g. see Bul- 
garia) This column is also used to provide information about material 
listed in regional bibliographies covering several countries. For exam-
ple, Honduras does not have a national bibliography but some attempt 
is made to list publications in the regional Bibliografia de Centro 
Ammica y del Caribe. Or in the case of Ireland, material is listed in 
the British National BibEiography except for government publications. 
There are 87 countries or territories listed in Table 1.About 24 of 
these do not have identifiable national bibliographies or comparable 
trade bibliographies. However, approximately 10 of the 24 do have 
their material listed (to some extent) in national bibliographies of 
other countries or in regional bibliographies. The former French col- 
onies of Southeast Asia and the smaller nations of the Caribbean and 
Central America are among these. 
In  addition to the 24 countries without national bibliographies, 11 
more have little more than accession lists produced by national li- 
braries. Of the 52 remaining countries with national bibliographies of 
one form or another, less than half (21) have publications which come 
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close to the ideal defined by Linder, at least with respect to books and 
pamphlets. The fact that only 21 of the 87 nations listed have reason- 
ably good national bibliographies would suggest the general conclu- 
sion that the bulk of the world's currently published material is not 
being listed. This, of course, is not valid. 
It is reasonable to say that nations with highly developed publishing 
industries also have good national bibliographies, e.g., Great Britain, 
France, Japan, the Soviet Union, and Germany. It is also reasonable 
to say that a nation with little publishing activity is likely to have 
little in the way of a national bibliography. Therefore, it is possible 
that between 75-90 percent of the world's published books and pam- 
phlets are being listed in national bibliographies. The sum total of all 
national bibliographies represents a universal bibliography that is 
more complete than might be expected from b s t  glance at Table 1. 
However, this generalization has no validity if extended to include 
more than books and pamphlets. 
Although great advances have been made since World War I1 in 
listing government publications, new serials and maps, there are still 
gaps even in Western countries in listing government publications- 
West Germany for instance, or the United States in listing state and 
local government publications. Other forms of material-music, theses, 
sound recordings, films, and filmstrips still lack adequate coverage in 
national bibliographies of many developed countries and most of the 
underdeveloped nations. 
A continental and regional overview of the global situation suggests 
obvious conclusions. North America ( excluding Mexico) and Europe 
(including the Soviet Union) are well served by national and trade 
bibliographies. The Middle East and Africa have very little in the 
way of existing national bibliographies. However, there is an encour- 
aging amount of activity and interest in starting this service, especially 
among the newer nations. In addition, there is a regional Middle 
Eastern bibliography (A1 Maktiba) which is a selective Arabic bibli- 
ography for Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, and Syria. It is a semi-annual, 
classified and annotated list in Arabic with English translations. 
Asia is not well served by national bibliographies with the notable 
exceptions of Japan and India. Little current information is known 
about the mainland (Communist) Chinese national bibliographical 
activity. However, if the pattern of other communist bloc nations is 
followed-and there is some doubt about the validity of this assump- 
tion-the mainland Chinese will have a good, reasonably complete 
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national bibliography. (The effect of Russian example is especially 
clear in the Middle European communist countries which have pat- 
terned their bibliographies after the Soviet Union, e.g., classified ar- 
rangement with author-title-subject dictionary index. ) In Asia, both 
Japan and India have made remarkable progress during the past dec- 
ade in developing their national bibliographies. 
Latin America (including Central America, Mexico and Caribbean 
countries) is in a stage of development with respect to national bibli- 
ographies somewhat comparable to the Middle East and Africa. This 
area is served by several regional bibliographies published by the 
Pan American Union, Library of Congress, R. R. Bowker Company, 
and UNESCO, Both Argentina and Brazil have national bibliographies 
as well as trade bibliographies, As has been mentioned earlier, the 
Bibliografia de Centro America y del Caribe more or less covers the 
output of many nations in that area. 
In the Pacific, both Australia and New Zealand have established 
good national bibliographies. The Philippines created one in 1965. In 
general many of the publications of existing and former colonies are 
being listed in the national bibliographies of the governing nations. 
It must be emphasized that the data shown in Table 1 are drawn 
in large measure from secondary sources that are themselves based 
to some extent on secondary sources. Therefore, these data will not 
support generalizations which go beyond the obvious ones stated 
above. Although UNESCO has accomplished a great deal since 1950 
in gathering information about bibliographical activity in each coun- 
try, much remains to be done. 
A study of existing information on national bibliographical services 
available in the world reveals two areas where more work needs to 
be done. The &st is a continuation and extension of what is already 
being done. We need more detailed information about specific bibli- 
ographies being currently published. We have a plethora of informa-
tion about the great national and trade bibliographies of Britain, 
France, the two Germanies and other nations of the West. However, 
current information about Latin American, Middle Eastern, African, 
and Southeast Asian national bibliographies is difficult to locate. Even 
information supplied UNESCO by national correspondents is often 
sketchy and too general to give an accurate impression of the charac- 
teristics of a national bibliography. Collison suggested that one of 
the problems of national bibliographies is getting them into the hands 
of the librarians who need them. Often these items are too expensive 
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for the libraries that need them most.’ However, it is also true that 
libraries cannot buy publications of this nature unless they can find 
out enough information about them to determine their value in a 
reference collection. Therefore, more effort must be devoted to the 
gathering of detailed information about existing national bibliograph- 
ical services in the world. 
The second area where more attention is needed is in evaluation 
and critical examination of existing tools. As was mentioned above, we 
have a considerable amount of descriptive information about the great 
national bibliographies of the world, but little information about how 
well they achieve the objectives of a national bibliography. We do 
not even have much reliable data on how well these bibliographies 
achieve the objectives they set for themselves in their prefaces. 
National bibliographies which are published weekly and monthly 
are presumed to contain a list of materials published during the period 
since the last issue, a claim Publishers’ Weekly used to make but has 
now abandoned. However, merely because the publisher defines this 
objective in his preface is no justificatiop for accepting it as fact. The 
Cumulative Book Index (CBZ) ‘‘. . . aims to be a complete bibliogra- 
phy of works in English for the years covered . . .” with such excep- 
tions as government publications, maps, etc. No one seriously believes 
it achieves this objective or we would cease buying and searching the 
national and trade bibliographies of Australia, New Zealand, Canada, 
and the United Kingdom. However, it would be useful to know what 
percentage of current Australian, Canadian, etc., English language 
publications are included in CBZ. If known, perhaps the H. W. Wilson 
Company would find that they are duplicating unnecessarily trade and 
national bibliographies of these nations and would abandon this ob-
jective. This would enable them to concentrate on improving the list- 
ing (e.g. reduce the time-lag between the publication of a title and 
the time when it is listed) of the domestic English language publi- 
cations. 
Two studies of this nature have been done. The first was done by 
D. K. Weintraubqs Her work consisted of a study of the differences 
among three British bibliographical services: Publishers’ Circular 
and Booksellers’ Record, Bookseller and the British National Bibliog- 
raphy. She examined these services to compare them in terms of con- 
tinuity, promptness, accuracy, fullness of description and completeness 
of coverage. The statistical analysis was made for the year 1958on the 
basis of a sample. 
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Weintraub found that there was a high percentage of duplication 
among these services, especially between the British National Bibli- 
ography and the Bookseller: “it is found that 78.1 percent of the 
sample titles are listed by both of these bibliographies. The British 
National Bibliography lists 83.5 percent of the sample titles and Book-
seller lists 94.3 per cent.”Q 
The second study was done by the author.lO This study is sum- 
marized here for a twofold purpose: (1) To provide data in depth 
about the current United States national book bibliography; and ( 2 )  
to demonstrate the kind of depth studies which are needed on na- 
tional and trade bibliographies where there is apparent duplication 
and overlap of information. 
Abstract 
The purpose of this study was twofold: (1) find out what the 
state of current U.S. national book bibliography is, and (2 )  suggest 
improvements based on objective data. 
Ten current general book bibliographies were analyzed to deter- 
mine which were basic to the current national book bibliography. 
The following were considered basic components: Publishers’ Weekly 
( P W ) ,American Book Publishing Record (BPR) ,  Cumulative Book 
lndex  (CBl) ,  National Union Catalog ( N U C ) ,  and Library of Con-
gress Catalog-Books: Subjects. Comparisons of the following char- 
acteristics were made: completeness, duplication, promptness, accessi- 
bility (i.e. author, title, subject, etc. ) of information, and information 
presented in entries. 
LlST OF ABBREVIATIONS 
BlP  Books in Print 
BPR American Book Publishing Record 
CBI Cumulative Book lndex 
LC Library of Congress 
NUC National Union Catalog 
PTLA Publishers’ Trade List Annual 
PW Publishers’ Weekly 
Definitions and Limitations. The term “boc_.” is used in C.is study 
to indicate a publication of forty-nine or more pages as defined by 
UNESCO at the 1950 conferenceall 
“Current general book bibliographies” is used to indicate bibliogra- 
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phies which are published serially for the purpose of listing new 
books (other forms may be included) without limitations by subject, 
e.g. all subjects and literary forms are included. 
This study is limited to consideration of books appropriate to the 
current national book bibliography, Other forms of publications-pam- 
phlets, serials, audio-visual materials, etc.-are excluded. Similarly, 
government publications are outside the scope of this study, Books, 
regardless of subject and literary form, are included. Likewise, paper- 
bound books (i.e. paperbacks of over 49 pages), original publications 
and reprints are considered appropriate for listing in the current na- 
tional bibliography. Trade books, textbooks, academic and society 
publications, copyrighted and non-copyrighted books, foreign publi- 
cations distributed in this country by a single American agent desig- 
nated by the publisher, are all considered appropriate to the national 
book bibliography. 
The 1950 UNESCO conference concluded by adopting a “Resolu- 
tion” on national bibliographies, recommending that nations prepare 
and publish the following as an “immediate minimum”: “A General 
National Bibliography of all books and pamphlets published and on 
sale in each country, regardless of the language in which they were 
written, and preferably including published theses and academic 
publications . . . .” 12 
The conference further recommended that “Every General National 
Bibliography should enable items to be traced quickly by subject, au-
thor, and where desirable by title.”13 The resolution included a ref- 
erence to promptness by noting ‘‘. . . the importance of the prompt 
appearance of Annual Indexes is particularly stressed.” la 
At present, ten general book bibliographies are published serially in 
the United States. Each provides information about books published 
or distributed in this country. Not one of these bibliographies achieves 
all objectives of a “General National Bibliogiaphy” with respect to 
books as suggested in the “Resolution” quoted above. No single com- 
bination properly meets the objectives set forth above-especially with 
regard to the phrase “all books.” 
This study was made to determine which of the ten general book 
bibliographies are basic elements of the current national book bibli- 
ography.
Completeness and duplication of information among combinations 
of some or all components were determined. This included informa- 
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tion supplied in entries, form of entry, frequency of publication, and 
accessibility. (Accessibility is used here to mean ways in which in- 
formation may be approached in a bibliography. ) 
The cost to a user desiring prompt listings of new books was deter- 
mined. This included access to information from at least three ap- 
proaches-author, title, and some form of subject. In addition, access 
was considered from weekly, monthly, quarterly, annual and quin- 
quennial points of view, and promptness in listing books was deter- 
mined. 
Only material with a 1961 imprint date was selected for sample 
items to use for this study. The analyses of characteristics were quan- 
titative for the most part. For example, the number of subject head- 
ings assigned to a group of books by CBZ and the NUC were com- 
pared. However, the appropriateness of subject headings assigned to 
individual titles was not considered in this study. 
Cost studies on the production of various bibliographies are out- 
side the scope of this study but cost data in terms of the subscription 
prices to users were included. 
A Review of Current General Book Bibliographies. The essential 
characteristics of each of ten current general book bibliographies were 
studied. In addition, the relationships of these tools to each other and 
the objectives of a national bibliography were analyzed, 
The ten tools discussed here are: PW; BPR; NUC;  L C  Catalog- 
Books: Subjects; Catalog of Copyright Entries: Books, Pamphlets and 
Seriak; PTLA; BIP; Subject Guide to  Books in Print; and Paperbound 
Books in  Print. 
Each source was considered according to the following character- 
istics: purpose, scope, frequency of publication, arrangement, relation- 
ship to other sources, price, and role, if any, as a component of the 
current national book bibliography. Since this study is limited to pub- 
lications of 1961, these tools will be discussed according to these 
characteristics at that time. 
Of the ten bibliographies described above, five have purposes and 
scopes which prevent them from serving as components of a current 
national book bibliography. Four of these tools are “in print” bibli- 
ographies which address themselves only to material available. The 
Copyright Catalog is too restricted in scope and access to provide 
information which is not provided elsewhere. 
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The remaining five bibliographies-PW, BPR, CBZ, NUC and Books: 
Subiects-were subjected to a more intensive quantitative analysis of 
their comparable characteristics. 
Since PW is the source of official US.  book production statistics, 
the first step was to determine completeness of PW-BPR compared 
with the NUC. PW is also the primary source of information about 
books published within the previous month. A comparison of prompt-
ness between PW-BPR and the NUC shows the relationship of these 
sources in terms of 1961 imprints listed in each. Information given 
in entries of these bibliographies was compared to show duplication 
and extent of variation of information given on the same titles. This 
is also true of the comparison of accessibility of entries in each bibli- 
ography. The sum of the comparisons of these sources provides a 
partial picture of our current national book bibliography. 
Study Design and Choice of Sample Group of Titles, This study is 
based on a reported universe of 18,060 books. The U.S. government 
reports this figure as the total number of books published in the US.  
during 1961.14 Although reported by the government, this count of 
books published or distributed by American publishers was compiled 
from the “Weekly Record of PW during the calendar year.16 
To study the amount of duplication, completeness, accessibility, 
etc. of the primary tools which comprise the current national book 
bibliography, it was necessary to acquire a sample group of titles 
published in 1961 and compare their bibliographic treatment in these 
bibliographies. 
The NUC was assumed to be the most complete of the bibliogra- 
phies from which to take a sample of 1961 imprints. It represents 
the books cataloged by the largest library in the country, the Library 
of Congress, plus some current acquisitions of 600 reporting libraries 
in North America. Furthermore, LC is the depository library for copy- 
righted books. 
Criteria used for the selection of items to be included in the random 
sample was based on the scope defined for PW-BPR. In this way, the 
criteria for the sample would be identical with those used to obtain 
a count of books published during the year. The characteristics for 
inclusion and exclusion are as follows: 
Characteristics for inclusion 
1. 1961 reprints of earlier imprints. 
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2. Items entered under title as main entry. 
3. Items entered under corporate name as main entry. 
4. Items cataloged by cooperating libraries. 
5. Textbooks and paperbound books. 
6. Translations and importations. 
7 .  All categories of publications including trade, academic, asso- 
ciation, etc. 
Characteristics for exclusion 
1. Unpaged items. 
2. Publications of federal, state, and local governing bodies. 
3. Imprint dates other than 1961. 
4. Added entries. 
5. Subscription books; dissertations; second, third, fourth, etc. print- 
ings or impressions. 
6. Serials and pamphlets under 49 pages. 
A random sample of approximately 5 percent of the universe was 
taken, made up of 939 items which met the above criteria for in- 
clusion. 
Summary 
Completeness. From the evidence presented in this study, each bib-
liography is known to be incomplete as a source of information about 
new publications in 1961. PW-BPR were 85 percent complete when 
compared with listings in the NUC which fell within their scope. 
PW-BPR listed about 90 percent of the items within their scope 
which appeared in the CBI. CBZ contained about 91 percent of the 
items within their scope which appeared in the N U C ,  and 96 percent 
of the items appearing in PW-BPR. The NUC contained 96 percent 
of the appropriate items appearing in CBZ, and around 90 to 95 per- 
cent of the material in PW-BPR. PW-BPR items omitted from NUC 
were represented by material rejected or not cataloged by LC, i.e. 
paperback reprints, juvenile texts, jokebooks, etc. 
It must be concluded from an analysis of the data presented here 
that the NUC was the most complete current general book bibliogra- 
phy containing information about 1961 imprints. CBZ was second, 
followed closely by PW-BPR. The combination of CBZ and PW-BPR 
contained about 95 percent of the relevant items in the NUC, The 
CBZ-NUC combination listed more 1961 American imprints than any 
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other-about 97 percent. However, PW-BPR and the NUC combined 
listed about 96 percent. Therefore, it can be concluded that a combi- 
nation of all of these bibliographies is necessary for all available in- 
formation on new publications. 
Duplication. Of all the 1961 American imprints listed in these four 
tools, 82 percent were listed four times. Or, put in another way, the 
relevant titles listed in common by these four bibliographies repre- 
sented 82 percent of the total. In terms of actual titles, 17,274 im- 
prints of 1961 could not be obtained without consulting three (consid- 
ering PW-BPR as one) of these bibliographies. The only justification 
for this much duplication is that points of access are provided by each 
source which are not currently available in any of the other sources. 
Table 2 shows the various approaches to materials provided by the 
five bibliographies. The approaches are indicated in terms of publica- 
tion or cumulation intervals, No attempt is made here to distinguish 
between primary and secondary approaches, i.e. whether through an 
index or the main arrangement. 
TABLE 2 
ACCESSIBILITYBY PUBLICATIONCUMULATIONOR I TERVALS 
1 Author I Title I AlphabeticalSubject 1 Classified 
Weekly 
Monthly 
I1 pw BPR 
NUC 
CBI 
I1 g:? I1 CBI I1 BPR 
Quarterly CBI 
NUC 
CBI CBI 
LC Subject 
Semi-Annual 
Annual 
Biennial 
I 
I 
CBI 
BPR 
NUC 
' C B I  
I 
I 
CBI 
BPR 
CBI 
1 
1 
CBI 
LC Subject 
CBI 
1 
I 
Quinquennial I NUC I 1 LC Subject I 
There is duplication of author access on a monthly, quarterly, and 
annual basis. Title access does not exist on a weekly nor quinquennial 
basis. Alphabetical subject access is duplicated on a quarterly and 
non-existent on a weekly basis. Classifred subject access is the weak- 
est point of access, BPR is the only source providing access by this 
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means, and then only on a monthly basis. Furthermore, this classed 
access is only by class numbers for broad categories. Title access is 
the next weakest area of access in these tools. 
Thus, in addition to duplication of listings, there appears to be 
unnecessary duplication of access at some points and inadequate ac- 
cess at other points, Each of these bibliographies is unique in its 
provision of access by a particular means at a particular interval. PW 
is unique in providing author access at the weekly level. It is also 
unique in that it does nothing else. BPR is alone in its provision of 
access by classified subject at a monthly interval and by title annually. 
CBZ is alone eight times in its provision of access at particular inter- 
vals. This is six times more than any other source. It is the sole pro- 
vider of alphabetical subject access on a monthly basis; unique in its 
provision of title access on a quarterly basis, CBZ alone provides au- 
thor, title, and alphabetical subject access at semi-annual and biennial 
intervals. 
The NUC duplicates author access on the monthly, quarterly, and 
annual intervals, but is the sole provider of author access quinquen- 
nially. The LC Catalog-Books: Subjects duplicates CBZ at the quar- 
terly interval but stands alone in its provision of subject access an- 
nually and quinquennially. 
The most complete access to information about new books is pro- 
vided at a monthly level by author. This also is the point where the 
most duplication occurs. The Ieast complete information (82 percent) 
is at the weekly level by author. All other approaches provide access 
to incompIete listings of material. 
These bibliographies provide a unique means of access at a par- 
ticular interval between the first week after the publication of a book 
up to the quinquennial cumulations, As long as each of these bibli- 
ographies is incomplete in listing new publications, duplication of 
access at all intervals is desirable, albeit wasteful and expensive. A 
better solution might be to coordinate these sources to achieve com- 
pIeteness with minimum duplication of access at any interval. 
Promptness in Listing N e w  Books. Promptness was examined from 
two points in this study, First, combinations of sources were compared 
in terms of promptness in listing new books. These comparisons in- 
cluded data for books which were not listed in some sources but listed 
in others. Therefore, it was necessary to test promptness of each source 
in terms of book publication dates. These data showed how long it 
LIBRARY TRENDS 
National Bibliography 
took the various sources to list new materials. The NUC was found 
to be superior to BPR and CBZ in promptness, while equal to PW. 
Information Presented in Entries. The data support the conclusion 
that there is considerable uniformity in information presented in the 
entries of these tools. With the exception of minor variations in colla- 
tion statements, plus the descriptive annotations and price provided 
in PW-BPR entries in these tools and the N U C  are almost identical. 
Accessibility of Information. A comparison of the main and added 
author and title entries used in CBZ and used or traced in the NUC 
was made along with a comparison of subject headings used or traced 
in the tools. The comparison was made on the basis of the 855 titles 
of the sample which were located in CBZ. 
There is a high degree of similarity between CBI and the NUC. 
Main entries are alike for most of the entries which are listed in 
common. Both bibliographies provide about the same number of 
added author entries. While the N U C  ( L C  Catalog: Subjects) pro-
vides more subject headings than CBZ, 71 percent of those provided 
by CBZ are identical with the NUC's. CBZ is unique in providing 
access to bibliographic information through title entries-except, of 
course, where the title is used as the main entry. Although the NUC 
traces the title in its main entry for about 83 percent of the items, 
it does not provide a title index in any of its volumes. 
Costs. Not including the variable subscription price of CBZ, it cost 
$456 (PW,BPR, NUC,  and LC Catalog: Subjects) to obtain infor- 
mation with as much accessibility as possible about 1961 American 
imprints. 
Recommendatiom 
Based on this study of the characteristics of the U.S. current national 
book bibliography as presented in five general bibliographies, the 
following recommendations are proposed in three categories: 
( 1) Recommendations to clarify scope, etc. of existing bibliographies; 
(2)  Recommendations to improve our current national bibliography; 
( 3 )  Recommendations for further study. 
Clarifying Contents of Existing Bibliographies. PW prepares its en-
tries from LC catalog cards. The entries are not always, at present, 
identical in content with LC cards. In order for libraries using LC 
cards to use the PW-BPR entry in lieu of these cards, the contents 
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of the entries must be exact reproductions of the LC cards-allowing 
for changes in arrangement of information, plus price and descriptive 
annotation. Therefore, whenever an entry or any part of an entry is 
prepared from a source other than an LC card, it is recommended 
that this information be labeled as such. In addition, it is recom- 
mended that title tracings-which are not now consistently included 
-be reproduced in the PW-BPR entry when indicated on the LC 
card. 
It is further recommended that a description of the general cate- 
gories of materials which are not prepared from LC entries be added 
to the statement of purpose and scope in PW and BPR. 
CBZ’s subtitle indicates that it is a “World list of books in the Eng- 
lish language.” Although completeness is not claimed, it is implied 
in the subtitle which is the only statement of scope provided. Since 
CBI omits, as a matter of policy, certain categories of materials, it 
can never be a complete list. Therefore, it is recommended that this 
limitation of scope be defined somewhere in the introductory materials 
for each issue. 
The N U C  is also limited in scope as a matter of policy. Categories of 
materials are rejected by LC and no card is prepared. Therefore, these 
items do not appear in the NUC. Since this limitation is a matter of 
policy, it is recommended that it be defined in the appropriate section 
of the ‘‘Introduction’’ to each issue. 
Improvement of the Current National Bibliography t o  Avoid Dupli-
cation. The “Weekly Record” of PW now serves a dual purpose: the 
listing of new books first, and providing LC cataloging information 
for these books through cooperative arrangements with LC. The NUC 
listed almost as many books as fast or faster than PW. Therefore it 
is recommended that PW concentrate on listing new books as fast as 
possible without LC cataloging information if this second purpose re- 
duces the speed of listing new books. 
Beyond the publication of a weekly list, a current national book bib- 
liography should be issued monthly, based on the contents of the NUC 
with respect to current American reprints plus the material presently 
omitted from the NUC. ‘The entries in this monthly bibliography 
should be arranged according to the Dewey Classification number 
assigned by LC. Indexes to this bibliography should provide access 
alphabetically by author, title, and subject. Subject headings used in 
this index should follow those assigned by LC. Only the indexes should 
be cumulated quarterly, semi-annually, annually, and quinquennially. 
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The information provided in the entries of this monthly national 
bibliography should be identical with that provided by LC cataIog 
cards, including tracings, card numbers, and LC classification num- 
bers. 
This national bibliography would provide greater access to informa- 
tion about current American imprints than we get through existing 
sources published at monthly or longer intervals. This access would 
be provided with less duplication and, therefore, less expense to the 
user. In addition, it would require less space to house than is now 
required. 
This monthly bibliography could be produced by one or jointly by 
two or three of the agencies currently producing general book bibliog- 
raphies. It could be produced by altering one or more of the existing 
bibliographies, i.e. BPR, CBI, and/or the NUC. 
This monthly Iisting of material with cumulated indexes is recom- 
mended as a minimum possibility in terms of cost. Other possibilities 
exist which would add to the cost; for example, entiieg could be 
cumulated on an annual or other basis. 
The existence of this proposed monthly national bibliography would 
make it possible to eliminate current American imprints from the 
NUC. Since these items are listed in the monthly, it would be duplica- 
tion to list them again in the NUC. Although thus separated from the 
foreign and retrospective material in the beginning, current American 
imprints could be included in the quinquennial cumulations of the 
NUC if subscribers so desired. 
Recommendations for Further Research. Research is needed on the 
use of current general book bibliographies. In order to serve the needs 
of users, more information is needed on how these bibliographies are 
used; on who the individuals and institutions using them are; and in 
what ways general book bibliographies are used in conjunction with 
selected bibliographies for information about books. 
Research on bibliographic sources with regard to promptness, dupli- 
cation, etc. for other forms of publications (i.e. government publica- 
tions, serials, pamphlets, etc.) are needed to achieve a complete 
national bibliography of all materials produced, distributed, copy- 
righted, etc. in the United States. 
Research is needed on the feasibility of producing existing bibliog- 
raphies or the publication recommended here in machine readable 
form either in whole or in part, e.g. the indexes. 
Research is needed to determine the completeness of listings of our 
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national bibliography in terms of what is published, distributed, etc. 
in the United States. 
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